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ABSTRAK . _ i
.. : i tekhnik clustering untuk
Penelitian ini membahas tentang implementas! ;aragraf di SMP Neger

i i lis
meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam ment

4 Sipirok. Atas dasar keterbatasan tekhnik guru bahasa 1nggrs, minimnya |

kosa kata yang dikuasai siswa, dan faktor motivasi siswa tersebut di SMP

Negeri 4 Sipirok, maka dibutuhkan tekhnik bgru lmrul{kmlenxng!(at
kemampuan menulis paragraf siswa. Oleh karena 1tu, te'khny clustering
merupkan ide baru yang sangat menarik untuk c.hap!xkamkan dikelas
menulis paragraf terutama dalam mengeluarkan ide-ide siswa dalam
menggagas bahasa yang sesuai standar tata bahasa menulis paragraf.

Kata Kunci: Tekhnik Clustering, Kemampuan Siswa, dan Menulis Paragraf

A. INTRODUCTION

Education is one of the important aspects in the life of human beings. In

Indonesia, the realization of national education is aimed at making the Indonesian I
citizen smart with good personality to improve them by accelerating the developmentof |
the country. Besides that, Islam laid a great deal of stress on educational aspect from |
beginning, because of its importance in the life of human beings. Innovations in English j
language teaching in Indonesia usually recejve considerable attention. One of the |
innovations is the implementation of new regulation in education.

Another innovation is the issue related with the new curriculum. However, the
most prominent one between two innovations js the application of new curriculum i
English classroom. The application of the pey curriculum |
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Chieved in the

English subject is the students have ability ¢, develop angd prog itten simple
roduce written

pE—

"Writer is an Eng!ish Edpcnﬁon Departement L :
(FTIK), Institute for Islamic Studies (1AIN) Padmgsidinf:;gfr o1 *biyeh and Feachar Teainin et

Impl
p SMmenting Cluslerlng Tnchniqun

" pevatit?
S |

| “gc:emned‘ by CamScanner




121
) ENCLISH EDUCATION
functional text in the re VOL. 3NO. 1. JANUARY 2815
oo Count ;
descri . teXt, narrati :
. ‘ph\f.e text. They cqp use righ i‘mf"“\'e text, news items, procedures, and
organization, However BNt diction, pramm

) ar, punctuation, spelling, and
most of Junior High Student

idents cannot generate their ideas,

but also do not yy derstand ( 1 vocabularies and structural rules,

e ; i ‘
As a rhetoric style the way of delivering message and idea).
problem solving, teachers )

N creating an acceptable w
approach

ability have to find the other ways to improve student’s

. riting. For instance, strategy, technique, method or
In teaching process should be ch

above phenomenon, it is certain th
1.

anged to more creative one. Based on the

at the students have lack of skill in writing in which:

The can . : '
Y cannot generate ideas. They cannot generate ideas in term of generic
structure.

2

They cannot use appropriate tense.

They did not have much vocabulary which is essential factor in developing
paragraph.

One of the useful strategies that will be helpful in generating ideas in writing is
clustering. Clustering is a graphic arrangement showing the major ideas and

relationships in text or among word meanings.
B. THEORETICAL DESCRIPTION
1. The Nature of Writing
Writing is a skill in organizing statement in order to make consistent with the
purpose for which the statement is made. It can be defined that writing ideals with
organizing ideas in good order 0 reach the purpose of writing itself. Writing also can be
defined as a tool for communication and it is a most important factor in teaching a

: iting is the activity of presenting of thought or idea in
- well. Besides that, wriing 1
language as We

correct sentences. ..
iti activity 1 reparded as the most complex processes of cognitive
Writing g

|vement 2 Writing encourages thinking and learning for 1t motivates communication
involv .
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examined, reconsidered, added to, rearranged, and changed. Writing is most likely tg
encourage thinking and learning when students view writing as a process.

Writing is the most difficult competence to be achieved in language learning,
since it requires the writers to involve higher cognitive competences in which they have
to analyze, construct, edit, and revise ideas to produce good and qualified writing. Itis a
creative process since one is trying to negotiate meanings, influence the readers by
offering something, and eliminating readers’ misconception through writing. Therefore,
to develop students’ competent writers, instructor must be able to facilitate leamers with
conducive learning that expand their views about certain matters, challenge them with
extra rewards, and most importantly, show them the right procedures.

Most common process of writing includes planning or drafting, wrtng, and
revising stated by Reid.> While students write independently, they should share their
planning with their pairs and show revisions to the instructor. Some students take
benefits from their collaborations; however, others considered it has a hindrance toward
their achievement. This phenomenon suggests that instructor should try a new approach
and strategy to reveal the problems. It is supported by Nunan says that writing is clearly
a complex process, and competent writing is frequently accepted as being the last
language skill to be acquirecl.4 Writing is commonly seen as three-stages process, pr-

writing, writing and re-writing.
The Instructor or writer should be able to differentiate between process and

product in writing activities as Harmer states:

In the teaching of writing we can focus on the product of that writing or on
the writing process itself. When concentrating on the product we are only
interested in the aim of a task and in the end product. Those who advocate a
ach to writing, however, pay attention to the various stages
of writing goes through. By spending time with learners on
redrafting, and finally ‘publishing’ their work, a
the heart of the various skills that should be

process appro
that any piece
pre-writing phases, editing,
process approach aims to get to

employed when writing.”
In Addition, Harris states that writing is a complex skill for leamners,

consequently they find it difficult to express their opinion, feeling, emotion, ideas, and

3Reid, Joy M, The Process of Composition, ( New Jersey: Prentice Hall. Inc. 1988), p. 68.
‘David Nunan, Language Teaching Methodology; A Textbook for Teachers, (United Kingdom,

Prentice Hall Intemnational, 1991), p. 91.
5Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, (England: Longman, 2001), p-

257.
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, the ideas expressed. Form is the
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SYMactic patlerns, S/, is the cho; et e

Vie s ice
tone or flavor tq the writing, Afe

of structures and lexical itemns to give a particular
language.

chanics are the use of the graphic conventions of the

process of wri play in the act of creating text.! In their model,
€SS oI writing g . .

E 1S an interrelated set of recursive stages that include: drafting
(focused on the flue

ey of writing and are not preoccupied with grammatical accuracy
or the neatness of the draft; structuring

(ordering information and experimenting with
arrangenent); reviewing

(checking context, connections, assessing impact, and editing);
focusing ( that i . :
g ( that is making sure you are getting the message across you want to get

across); generating idcas /evaluation ( assessing the draft and / or subsequent drafts).
white and Amdt’s model can be represented diagrammatically below:
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Figure: White and Amdt’s Process Writing Model
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. Haris, Testing English as a .« eeond Language, (Georgetown University: Mc. Grow Hill

68.
k Company, 1969). P-
2 bid., p. 258-260.
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Moreover, Harmer explains that wrni
sustained intellectual effort over a considerable

text involves recursive procedures. These procedures can b

ting is a complex cognitive process that
period." They suggest that producing
e realized in the classroom is

number of different ways.

. N L ':’ Ny
In addition, Brown states that there are many categories of writing, First,

Content that contains thesis statement; related ideas; development of ideas through

personal experience, illustration, and facts opinion; use of description, cause/effect,

tras; consistent focus. Second, organization that mvolve
nce of ideas; conclusion; appropriate length.

s effectiveness

comparison/con
Third,

of Introduction; logical seque
discourse that contains topic sentences; paragra

cohesion; rhetorical conventions; reference; fluency, economy,
and mechanics (spelling, punctuation, citation of

ph unity; transitions; discourse markers;
variation. The others

categories are Syntax, vocabulary,

references, neatness and appearance).
Based on the explanation above, it is concluded that writing was the ability to

use the structure lexical item and their conventional representations ordinary matter of

act language. Besides, through the writing, the students could interact with their ideas
and developed them in the writing activities to be a good text. At least, there are five
components that should be considered for a good writing such as: Content,

Organization, Vocabulary, Language Use, and Mechanic.

2. The Concept of Teaching Writing
To make clear the teaching writing, there are five types of classroom writing

performance are guided that govern teacher’s behavior. They listed here are one that we
believe to be most useful in guiding teachers in plauning wiiting instruction. Brown
(1994:343) states as follow'™:
a. Imitative or Writing Down
At the beginning level of learning to write, students will simply “write
down” English letters, words, and possibly sentences in order to leam the

conventions of the orthographic code. Some forms of dictation fall into this

] s
Jeremy Harmer, How w0 Teach English: An Introduction to Practi ich. T ,
'I'caching; (London: Longman, 1998), p. 73. ractice of English- Language
H. Douglas Brown, Teaching by Principles: An Interactive A ) \
(San Francisco: San Francisco State University, 1994), p. 357. pproach to Language Pedagog):
1% Op.cit p.343
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catepory. although dictations can serve 1o teach and (est higher-order processing as

WC”‘

/ /n{uu.s‘iw or Controlled
).

writing 1s used as a production mode for learning, reinforcing or festing
gmnun;niuul concepts. This intensive writing typically appears in controlled,
written grammar exereise,
A common form of o controlled writing is to present a paragraph to students
o which they have to alter a given structure throughout. The other form of
controlled writing is a dicto-comp. Here, a paragraph is read at normal speed,
usually two or three times; then the teacher asks the students to re-write the
pm'agraph to the best of their recollection of reading.
e Sel-Writing
It is the writing with only the self in mind as an audience. The most salient
instance of his category in classtooms is note-laking, where students take notes
during a lecture for the purposes of later recall. Diary or journal writing also fall
into this category, in which a student’s records thoughts, feelings, and reactions and
which an instructor reads and responds to.
d. Display Writing
It was noted earlier that writing within the school curricular context is a way
of life. Short answer exercises, essay examinations, and even research reports will
involve an element of display.
e. Real Writing
Some classroom writing aims al the genuine communication of messages to
an audience in need of those messages. The two categories of real and display
writing are actually two ends of a continuum. Three subcategories illustrate how
reality can be injected:

1) Academic, the language experience approach gives groups of students’
opportunitics to convey genuine information to each other. Group problem-
solving tasks, especially those that relate to current issues and other personally

: relevant topics, may have a writing component in which information is

genuinely sought and conveyed.
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g can take place in classes of

ariety of real Writ" :
ir occupation-

post cal'dS, noteS, personal

ce, especially within the

2) Vocational/technical, quite @ v
students studying English for
3) Personal, in virtually any ESL cla

messages, and other informal writin

dvancemcnt in the
ss, diaries, letters:

context of an interactive classroom.
3. The Concept of Paragraph
A paragraph is a basic unit of organization in

sentences develops one main idea. Before writing 3 paragra
es that the process of writing a

your audience, narrow your

writing i0 which a group of relateg
ph, we have to know the part

paragraphs are choose 3

of the paragraph first. Reid not .
subject to a topic that

subject that you know about, identify
deas about your topic, list details about some

will interest your audience, collect some I
rtant ones that you want to communicate,

of your ideas, limits the ideas to the most impo
state the main idea of the paragraph in your topic sentence, the point paragraph and
write the paragraph.''

Expressing ideas in well-organized paragraph is essentia
in your study. Through a good paragraph, you can make your though
however, you need soine knowledge

| thing of your success

t clear to the

readers. To be able to compose a good paragraph,
of what a paragraph is, and later you must able to write one.

Oshima and Hogue defines that paragraph is a basic unit of organization in
writing in which a group of related develops one main idea.'” A paragraph can be as
short as onme sentence or as long as ten sentences. The number of sentence I8
unimportant. However, the paragraph should be long enough to develop the main idea
clearly. In Paragraph consist some sentences; a complete sentence has a subject (the
person or things are you writing about) and main verb (the word that describes what is
the subject doing or what is to the subject). Remember that when you are writing 3
complete sentence, you are saying something about the subject,

Based on the opinion some experts above, the writer can conclude a paragraplh is

a unit of thought with one central idea. Basically, a paragraph consists of fopic sentence;

supporting sentence, and concluding sentence.

"Joy M. Reid, The Process of Composition, (New Jers

120shima and Hogue, Writing Academic English, (A ey: Prentice Hall, Inc, 1988), p. 8.

WIting and Sentence Handbook, 1991): P
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4. The Concept of Clustering

Based on ¢
hamot Says that Strategry in

approaches, or deliberate actions that (e 1
. dt teacher and sy
learning and recall of bt} linguistic and content
ent are

students In generating ideas i w

teaching leamning is techniques,
dents take in order to facilitate the
a information." In order to help the

ritten form :

form, they can be guided through some

. can say
arted writing © Fe "

Stﬂﬁe( 44 such as: ﬁce V\rnhng, bra

generating strategies, Moreover D
s that there are many methods for getting

o hel o Instorming, clustering, etc. He states that
clustering; help you visualize yoyur writing. ™ Draw PR e 1
- cle in which you write the

aw [ i . ] .

. o 1hes gomg out from the circle with words on the
L. 1E6S¢ L4 l 1 .

subject ese secondary words wil] result in further lines and words. Eventually one

part, Of cluster, will be more elaborate and will prob

subject of the essay. Then dr

' ably make a good topic for the
essay. Based on the idea of procedure of semantic mapping that is stated by Zaid,

therefore, the procedure use of clustering in the classroom is broken down into four

phases:

a. Inireducing the topic. The teacher studies a unit in the syllabus and determines
that clustering can be useful. The teacher announces the topic of the unit by
drawing a large oval on the chalkboard-an overhead projector can also be used-
writing the topic inside of it. Some teachers display a picture relating to the topic to
stimulate students' thoughts and get the brainstorming procedure going.

b. Brainstorming. The teacher asks the students to think of ideas that might be related
to this topic. This brainstorming phase allows students to make use of their prior
knowledge or experiences. Brainstorming is an application of the schema theory,
which attempts to explain how people integrate new information with their existing
framework of lmowledge. The theory posits that information is stored in the brain
in networks, called schemata. When a person encounters new information, s/he
tends to link this new information to appropriate schemata.

¢. Categorizarion. The teacher encourages the students to see Telationship
d as the class begins to organize and mtegrate

S among

their suggestions. The map 18 modifie

the individual suggestions. This "pulling together” phase allows students, a5 they

! ine (Texas: 984),p. 71.
PA. U. Chamot, Identification of ESL Learning S/rarcng,(Tc}‘as' 5 ‘ouston,‘l Lo)nc?()n‘ Nassau
"K. C Dean,’ Lssentials of Essay; Writing, Reading, and Gremier, ( ‘

Cﬂmmunity College, 1995), p. 3.

i
|
E
{
!
i
l ""Nelnanllng Clustering Technique....Syamsiah Devalina
|

i

Scanned by CamScanner



128

NeLisy EDUCATION
VOL. 2no. 1. JANUARY 2015

begin to relate ideas, to see the connections between their suggestions. During

Categorization, the teacher can also introduce vocabulary words which students
might need during the next phase of the activity. In this phase, the students gain
experience in practicing some valuable cognitive skills, particularly categorizatioy
and exemplifying, but also (depending on the topic) comparing and contrasting,
cause and effect, inference making, and forming judgments.

d. Post-assignment synthesis. The last part of the class period is used to record the
students' suggestions from their personal maps on the pre- assignment, chalkboarq
version of the map. The teacher should state that all personal versions have validity
and that even when a suggestion for modifying the chalkboard version of the map,
The map-either in its final chalkboard form or in the personalized version made by
cach student-can serve as a springboard for other language activities. The map can
be an outline for the writing of a short essay on the topic, or one segment of the

map can be used in the writing of a paragraph.

CONCLUSION

Implementation of clustering technique in Junior High School, particularly in
teaching and learning writing, has some obstacles. The limitation of the time for English
class becomes the first reason. There is only 80 minutes of English class a week. In this
time, the English teachers have to teach four skills of English (listening, speaking,
reading and writing). It means that the teachers only have 40 minutes to teach each skil].
And it is impossible to apply clustering in writing class at that short time.

In addition, the teachers and the students stil] have restricted knowledge about
several techniques that, certainly will give a new color in the process of teaching and
leaming English. It caused the attractive English class atmosphere could not be created.
The old and uninteresting te'clmique still becomes the only one choice in conducting the
English (writing) instruction. In this case, clustering that presents as a new technique in
teaching and learning writing still left a thousand of question marks in teachers’ and

student’ mind.
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